
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 10/18/22 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18 
Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23  (The Lord hears the cry of the poor) 
2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18 
Lk 18:9-14 

GOSPEL: 
• Jesus is speaking to those who are convinced of their own righteousness AND despised everyone 

else 
• How does one of these two lead to the other? 
• How can self-righteousness be something that we are not even aware of in ourselves? 

• Two characters are presented in the parable: 
• Pharisee - spoke his prayer to himself.  He thanks God that he is not as bad as everyone else 

(self righteous and despises others).  Then pats himself on the back for doing what is required 
in the law. 

• Publican/Tax Collector: Stands at a distance (sees self as not worthy to approach God), would 
not raise his eyes to heaven (the humbleness and perhaps even embarrassment before God for 
his sins), he does pray to God (“the Lord hears the cry of the poor” - Psalm 34).  It is not his 
volume, or the forcefulness of his prayer that causes it to be heard - its silence and meekness is 
louder than the Pharisee’s boasting. He does not look to use his good actions to balance off his 
sins - he simply takes responsibility for them. 

• The later goes home “JUSTIFIED” - what does that mean? 
• Who ever exalts himself will be humbled, but whoever humbles himself will be exalted - how 

does that work? 

FIRST READING: 
• God is a God of JUSTICE (what’s that?) and shows no favorites 
• Not unduly partial to the weak (doesn’t even play favorites with those who are meek and humble) 

• “He hears the cry of the oppressed,” “The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds"- see the link 
to the Gospel? (but who else is included here? Seems like a bigger group is represented) 

• Serving God willingly wins a hearing. The prayer does not withdraw until God responds 
• The Lord’s actions in justice do not delay - withholding an answer is also sometimes an action in 

justice.  How does that fit in? 

SECOND READING: 
• He is approaching death, looking back on his life and ministry. 
• God stood by him in trials, and at his legal trial. 
• How is his going to death a victory?  How is it being rescued from he lion’s mouth? 

—-Closing Prayer 


